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Even though summer does not begin until June 21 this year, the last week and a half have sure
felt like its mid August rather than the beginning of June. With this nice weather it’s a great time
to get out and do some fishing. I hope that many of you had the opportunity to attend Dave
Hughes’ presentation in May on Selecting Trout Flies and picked up some tips to get you out
and catching trout. I hated to miss it but I had an opportunity to go fishing that was too good to
pass up and have actually been able to get quite a bit of early season trout fishing in so far.

Mid- May fellow club member Tom Kollasch and I headed
over to the Deschutes for 4 days of fishing. We were in
search of the famous salmonfly hatch but arrived about a
week or two too early. Stoneflies and a few salmonflies
were present but the primary way we found to take trout was
to use nymphs and to get them down deep fast water. A new
method that took a while to figure out was the Czech nymph
system that uses two weighted nymphs and up to 5 small
weights. Our entire group purchased Umpqua’s Czech
nymph leader system at the Deschutes Angler in Maupin. In
just two hours I had already lost mine after tangling up more
times than I care to admit. However, I found it easy to tie
my own using a couple pieces of fluorocarbon and some
monofilament and after getting the hang of it I landed the
beautiful wild redband you see on the right.

The following week my wife Mandy and I headed east again (far east) to the Donner und Blitzen
River in the southeast corner of Oregon. Everything about the Donner und Blitzen is about as
opposite as you can get from northwest Oregon, high desert, sage brush and its geographic
location! We did some fishing up in the canyon but water levels this time of year were real high
and dirty from the spring runoff of the Steens Mountains. We enjoyed doing a lot of birding and
wildlife watching and even got a front row seat to see how the Donner und Blitzen received its
name. What an amazing area and river canyon! I would recommend going over to check this
area out to any fly fisher or outdoor person, but just remember to get gas before leaving Bend.
(don’t ask...)

Join us on June 18" at the regular Club meeting to hear
JSfrom Nadia Gardner of Columbia Land Trust.

See you on the River,
Kyle Smith
(Check out our new Rainland Fly Casters pamphlet put together

by Kyle and Mandy Smith. It will be available soon).
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Fly Shop & Guide Service

Andrew Dutterer
Shop Manager
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