| went out steelhead fishing recently with a good friend from Seattle. As we were
drifting down the river he explained to me that he recently attended a steelhead
presentation at a well-known shop and was told that it takes 18 hours on the river to
catch asteelhead. I'm not quite sure if this means 18 hours in one day or 18 hours total
but either way | have far surpassed that amount of time without catching a steelhead
this year. Personadlly, | have a hard time believing that hours have anything at all to do
with it, let alone a specific amount. What | am learning (and what has taken me far too
long to realize) is if you truly want to catch a winter fish there are three conditions
necessary to catch these sly creatures.

The first is you have to go when river conditions are right. It may be Monday at 2:30in
the afternoon just as the water reaches that teal green color three days after a heavy
rain or you need to be out on the water just before sunrise on a Thursday morning. In
any case, it is not when your schedule allows. In my experience conditions will always
be perfect when your in-laws are coming into town, your spouse declares the “honey
do list” can no longer be neglected, or you wake up extra early, drive out to the river,
suit up in your waders only to realize you left one essential fishing item at home (such as
areel). If there is one thing | am certain of, conditions will never be optimal on
weekends, days off or any other day where your only obligation is fishing.

The second condition is you have to cast a fly to where the fish are. This may seem like
a simple concept; however, | have spent many of my 18 hours casting to the “perfect”
pool or riffle only to realize nobody is home. Knowing the river and where the fish hold
requires careful observation and patience, the two things that usually are left behind
once | get on the river.

The third and final condition essential to catching a steelheadis to go fishing by yourself
and forget the camera. In the rare case you actually do land a fish, there will be no
one around to witness and you will have insufficient means of documenting such an
oceurrence. Without that evidence, your friends will think it was only that same old log

you always catch.

As the winter steelhead season comes to a close, I'll still be putting in my hours, more
than likely on a Saturday morning casting a fly to an empty riffle, and enjoying it all with
good company.

Our March presenter is Wayne Orzell of Pritchard's Western Anglers Shop, located on
the Kalama River. I'm hoping Wayne can bring me a few

tips for steelheading on one of my favorite local rivers.

Hope to see you all at the March 19" meeting.

See you on the River - Kyle Smith, President
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